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INTRODUCTION


 There is a morbid curiosity that affects us all: Observers at accident sites, observers at death scenes, my good friend’s memorable childhood experience (observing a public hanging). There is something about death (and blood) that seems to intrigue us all. We want to get closer to see what we do not need to see for a variety of reasons. When Jesus died on the cross, there were many observers there that day. They also had come to watch for a variety of reasons. I want us to consider four different groups of people who were watching Jesus die.


While we are considering them, let us imagine that WE are also there.

I. THE INDIFFERENT WERE WATCHING JESUS DIE.
1. The Politician (Governor Pilate) 

He was a powerful man, but he was perplexed at how to avoid the crucifixion of this innocent man.  He was there watching Jesus die, but he was basically indifferent toward Jesus. It really made no difference to him.

      2.   The Soldiers



They were professional, but they were purposeless in their activity.


They were simply busy carrying out their duties as soldiers.  They were

            really indifferent toward Jesus. 

I ask you: Is that you over there with the soldiers? Are you busy, indifferent, unconcerned? Do you think you will be judged by your faithfulness to your duty?

II. THE INHUMAN (MOB) WERE WATCHING JESUS DIE.
1. The Mindless Mob

They were usually peaceful folk, but now they were possessed with hatred.

They typically follow any leader who has enough passion for some cause.

They had followed the scribes and Pharisees in crying out for Jesus’ death. 

2. The Bloodthirsty Mob

They were typically pleasure-seekers, but they had a perverted sense of justice.  They just wanted to see Jesus die.  They wanted to see His blood.


I ask you: Is that you there in that howling mob? Do you get caught up first in one cause and then another? Do you think you will be judged by your activism in causes?

III. THE INTOLERANT WERE WATCHING JESUS DIE.
1. The Scribes and Pharisees

These religious leaders were passionate, but they were pathetic.  They believed strongly, but they believed wrongly!  They were spiritually blind. 

2. The Sadduccees and Other Religious Folk

They were principled, but they were profane. They had worldly rules.

These religious folk should have worshipped, praised, and lifted up Jesus! But they were his strongest enemies. They did not recognize the Son of God! They did not believe in Him. They did not receive Him into their hearts and lives!

I ask you: Is that you there with those religious folk? Do you think you will be

all right when you stand before God because you are a religious person?
IV. THE INDEBTED WERE WATCHING JESUS DIE.
1. The Ones Who Stood Afar Off (Peter and the Other Disciples)

They were proud, but they were pitiful followers. They had all said they would follow Jesus to the death, but now they were afraid to be near Him.

I ask you:  Is that you there with Peter and the others standing far away from the cross?  Are you afraid to be near because of some unconfessed sin?  Have you given up living for Jesus?  Are you afraid you might have to die for your faith in Him?  Or are you trying to be a secret disciple?

2. The Ones Who Were Near the Cross (The Women and John)

They were present, and they were precious to Jesus on that day of death. They loved Jesus. They were faithful to Him regardless of the circumstances and regardless of the personal cost.


I ask you: Is that you there at the foot of the cross with the women and with John?

Is that His blood that I see covering you? Do you also love Him enough to be faithful in all circumstances?

CONCLUSION


Yes, my friends, you WERE there, as was I. We really were there watching Jesus die.  The question is where were you? With which group were you standing? Rather, I should ask with which group you are standing NOW.

Are you standing with the indifferent? 

Are you standing with the inhuman mob?

Are you standing with the intolerant?

Or are you standing with the indebted?

If you are standing among those who are indebted to Jesus Christ, are you standing afar off with Peter and the others, or are you standing at the foot of the cross with the women and John? If you are not standing where you should be, do something about it today! Do it now!


1.  See my Jesus on the cross, the people crying.



Looking on, a person would think that’s such a tragedy!



But what the world could not see 
was, when they nailed Him to that tree,



It broke the chains of sin and set us free.



(Chorus)  Love grew where the blood fell.



Flowers of hope sprang up for all in misery.



Sin died where the blood fell.



Oh, I’m so glad His precious blood covers me.

